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It was announced in April that Oracle would acquire Sun
Microsystems for $5.6 billion after IBM failed to secure a deal with
the software company, giving Oracle the most important software it
has ever obtained - Java and Solaris. The deal was valued by Oracle
at $7.4 billion, including Sun Microsystems’ cash and debts. Sun’s
Solaris OS is the leading platform for Oracle’s database business, the
company’s largest segment. The company already uses Java as the
basis for its Fusion Middleware business. Sun Microsystems’ Java soft-
ware is one of the most widely-deployed computer programming
languages, with the Java Mobile Edition being a cornerstone lan-
guage in many feature phones. Despite the software’s place within
the mobile software market, the acquisition is unlikely to have near-
term implications for mobile operating systems. A Java-based mobile
OS would eliminate the need for an abstraction layer between the
real-time operating system and Java-based applications, ultimately
improving application performance and making it attractive to
developers.

Blue Marble Geographics’ Victor Minor has been named Chair of
the Open Geospatial Consortium’s Data Quality Working
Group. Matt Beare of 1Spatial was named the Vice Chair at a
meeting of the working group in Athens the week of March 30,
2009. The mission of the Data Quality Working Group (WG) of the
OGC Technical Committee is to establish a forum for describing an
interoperable framework or model for OGC Quality Assurance
Measures and Web Services, to enable access and sharing of high
quality geospatial information, improve data analysis and ultimately
influence policy decisions. However, before this is possible it is nec-
essary to ascertain what organizations involved in the market place
understand and mean when they use the term “spatial data quality.” 

Blom Aerofilms Ltd has signed a NOK 20 million contract with
Service Hydrographique et Oceanographique de la Marine (SHOM),
the French Ministry of Defence body responsible for marine charting,
to execute a survey using the Hawkeye LiDAR technology. The proj-
ect undertakes a detailed aerial survey over an area of some 1,500km
in the Indian Ocean. The project will gather, in total, more than 3,000
sq. km. of new data. The project is due to start in May 2009, and
expected project completion is end of third quarter 2010. The
Hawkeye system is a LiDAR (laser scanning) instrument for simulta-
neous bathymetric and topographic surveys. Bathymetric surveys are
laser scanning of the coastline, both seabed and land. Hawkeye rep-
resents one of the leading bathymetric technologies available on the
market.
The United Kingdom Environment Agency (EA) also awarded
Blom Aerofilms a framework agreement for a laser scanning project
with a value in excess of NOK 10 million. Blom will conduct surface
and flood mapping services to identify and evaluate areas at risk
from flooding across England and Wales.  
www.blomasa.com 

Geosemble Technologies, Inc. announced a strategic investment,
technology development program, and licensing agreement with
In-Q-Tel, the independent strategic investment firm that identifies
innovative technology solutions to support the mission of the CIA
and the broader U.S. Intelligence Community. Through this strategic
partnership, Geosemble will expand the development of its patent-
ed geospatial data integration and layering technology for both the
government and commercial markets. Geosemble specializes in

products that leverage automatic techniques for extracting and inte-
grating geospatial information, including maps, aerial imagery, news,
events, databases and business information, among other data. A
key advantage of automatically integrating and displaying this type
of data is an accelerated, more robust decision making process that
comes at a lower cost, thereby delivering an advantage to a range of
government and commercial users. 
www.geosemble.com

Hemisphere GPS’ 2008 revenues has again landed the company a
spot on the Branham 300 List. With revenue growth of 35 per cent,
Hemisphere GPS moved up 17 positions from last year to be ranked
as 52nd among the Canadian Information Technology (IT) elite. The
Branham Group also recognized Hemisphere GPS as a Top 25 IT
Hardware and Infrastructure Company in Canada. Hemisphere GPS
also recently received several other awards including: the ASTech
Leadership Foundation Award; the Innovation Award for New
Technology for Western Canada; the Canadian Manufactures and
Exporters (CME) Innovation award; Alberta Venture’s Fast Growth 50;
the Canadian National Research Council Technology Excellence
award; and the Deloitte Technology Green 15 Award. 
www.hemispheregps.com.

Getmapping has teamed up with New Zealand Aerial Mapping
(NZAM) in an arrangement which enables both companies to share
resources and equipment to increase their flying and aerial survey
capabilities. Getmapping has ambitious plans for the UK flying sea-
son in 2009 including the completion of its aerial survey of Scotland
and a new survey of Wales. Thanks to this tie up with NZAM,
Getmapping has up to four aircraft at its disposal for UK surveys dur-
ing the 2009 flying season. Established in 1936 with associated
offices in New Zealand, Saudi Arabia, Malaysia and Australia, New
Zealand Aerial Mapping is one of the oldest established aerial survey
companies in the world with significant experience in aerial photog-
raphy and mapping projects, large and small, both in New Zealand
and internationally. NZAM is experienced in managing and undertak-
ing large integrated mapping projects.
www.getmapping.com

RapidEye, the only geospatial solutions provider to own and oper-
ate their own satellite constellation, announced that it has entered
into a strategic partnership agreement with MakaLani, LLC of
Honolulu, Hawaii, to be one of their distributors in the United States.
They will be a distributor for RapidEye satellite imagery for the U.S.
Governmental market, particularly for the defense, intelligence com-
munity and homeland security.
www.rapideye.de

GEOMAGIC have teamed up with GE Energy to win an order from
the Dutch pipeline company N.V. Rotterdam-Rijn Pijpleiding
Maatschappij (RRP) to implement a new geographic information sys-
tem (GIS). The Smallworld Global Transmission Office* (GTO) solution
from GE Energy replaces a diverse customer solution and will support
the technical documentation and the operating of RRP’s 475 km
pipeline network. The project will also include interfacing with other
processes and systems relevant for pipeline control and maintenance.
The job is split into several phases. The first phase of which includes the
installation of the productive environment at RRP in September 2009.
www.geomagic.de
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