grafit-werbeagentur.de

Z2TOPCON

The quickest and most
accurate Robotic Total Station
on the market

www.topcon.eu



Editorial:

Peter FitzGibbon Editor

[t] +44(0) 1992 788249
peterfitzgibbon@geoconnexion.com

News Editor

Alan Plumley

[t] +44(0) 1438 715124
news@geoconnexion.com

Correspondents and Contributors:
Werner Kuhn, Germany

Tom Poiker, Canada

Craig Schwabe, Africa regional

Kevin Pomfret, Brussels / USA

Publisher

Mai Ward Publisher

[t] +44 (0) 1223 279151

[f] +44 (0) 1223 279148
maiward@geoconnexion.com

Advertising:

Micki Knight, Sales & Marketing Director
[t] +44 (0) 1638 732566

[f] +44 (0) 1638 732567

[m] +44 (0) 7801 907 666
mickiknight@geoconnexion.com

Mailing Address &
Subscription Enquires:
GEO:connexion Limited,

PO Box 594, Cambridge, Cambs.
CB1 OFY, United Kingdom

[t] +44 (0) 1223 279151

[F]+44 (0) 1223 279148

E] info@geoconnexion.com

E] subscription@geoconnexion.com
WWW.geoconnexion.com

Design:
Burnthebook Design
geoconnexion@burnthebook.co.uk

All extracts of Ordance Survey mapping data illustrated
in this magazine are © Crown copyright and are
reproduced with permission. Media licence 178/00

GEOconnexion International ISSN:

1476-8941 is published by

GEO:connexion Limited ten times a year (with combined
December/January and July/August issues) and is fully
protected by copyright. Nothing in it may be reprinted
or reproduced wholly or in any part without the wrtten
permission of the editor.

PETER FITZGIBBON

peterfitzgibbon@geoconnexion.com

EDITOR

DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN

AS WIDELY PREDICTED (E.G., OUR EDITORIAL IN THE JUL/AUG
2011 ISSUB), THE 17™ UN FRAMEWORK CONVENTION ON
CLIMATE CHANGE IN DURBAN CAME AND WENT AT THE END
OF THE YEAR WITHOUT ANY UNIVERSAL LEGAL AGREEMENT

ON CARBON EMISSIONS

And while there was acknowledgment that the
current sum of pledges to cut emissions both
from developed and developing countries

is insufficient to keep the global average
temperature rise below 20C, we must wait
until the next round of talks in Qatar in 2015 for
further movement.

Yet the evidence mounts that delay is not
an option. The draft of a report released by the
IPCC' demonstrates that inaction could lead to
more frequent extremes of weather in some of
the world’s most vulnerable areas and impact
some of its poorest communities.

Just as the evidence mounts, so too
does the cost. A sequence of devastating
earthquakes and weather-related catastrophes
made 2011 the costliest year ever, according
to reinsurance giant Munich Re?. At about
€300bn, it put global economic losses due to
such events at nearly two-thirds higher than
in 2005, the previous record year. The human
cost was also high, some 27,000 people falling
victim to extreme events, not counting victims
of the drought-induced famine on the Horn of
Africa — the greatest humanitarian catastrophe
of the year.

Hans Joachim Schellnhuber, Director of
the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact
Research, sums-up the situation: “Staying
below 2°C global warming is not just an
environmental goal, but a crucial development
goal. Beyond that line, the world could move
into climate chaos, crossing many tipping
points, like the meltdown of the big ice sheets
and the disruption of the Asian and African
monsoon systems.”

Yet there is hope on what many might
perceive as this distinctly bleak horizon, not
least in international efforts to monitor and
mitigate natural disasters.

Brazil and South Korea have signed-
up to the International Charter ‘Space and
Major Disasters’ — an initiative that provides
emergency response satellite data free of
charge to those affected by disasters anywhere

www.geoconnexion.com

in the world (www.disasterscharter.org) —
while the August launch of the NigeriaSat-X
Earth Observation satellite added significantly
to the rapid response imaging service provided
by the Disaster Monitoring Constellation
(www.dmcii.com). Improved weather
forecasts and environmental intelligence for
communities across the Western United States
and Pacific region are now being delivered by
NOAA’s GOES-15 satellite, while an agreement
between Eurogeographics and the European
Space Agency will improve access to data from
national mapping and cadastral agencies and
help to provide a common operational picture
for those involved in crisis management in the
aftermath of disasters. These and many other
initiatives may not solve the underlying issues,
but will provide practical help when and
where it is most needed.

Nor should we overlook the tireless efforts
of individuals such as Esri's Jack Dangermond
to influence the debate, most recently
with a Spatial Roundtable on the subject of
GeoDesign for Climate Change Adaptation.?
Again, such debates may not have definitive
answers, but do help us focus on how we
might adapt to a rapidly-changing world...
not just as spectators, but as active
participants.

"Managing the Risks of Extreme Events and Disasters
to Advance Climate Change Adaptation. A draft
Special Report of Working Groups | and Il of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.
(www.ipcc-wg2.gov/SREX)

?Review of natural catastrophes in 2011: Earthquakes
result in record loss. Munich Re press release,

4 January 2012

www.spatialroundtable.com/post.
cfm?entry=geodesign-for-climate-change-adapation
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VISIONMAP A3

Largest Footprint.
Fastest Processing.
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A3 Digital Aerial Camera

The Largest Footprint, 60,000 pixels across track.
Collects thousands of km? a day, producing vertical
and oblique photogrammetric products.

A3 LightSpeed

A3 LightSpeed is a fully automatic processing system
producing aerial triangulation, DSM, stereo models,
orthophoto and photogrammetric oblique images.
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