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Tony Flynn, chief marketing director at Bentley initiated the show with
his opening comments, suggesting that there was “much work to do”
in reference to building the world’s infrastructure.   He said, “we believe
that learning is a subscription business” (the company derives two-
thirds of its overall revenue from subscriptions) in support of the
company’s online and classroom education programs. I wondered if
the audience agreed that learning was a subscription business ,
although most would support the view expressed, that a well trained
organisation was the goal and would improve efficiency.  In a program
with over 600 sessions, 300 training courses with 80 specifically
addressing technology, there was ample opportunity to learn at
Bentley BE 2006.

In the second address,  Greg Bentley, CEO indicated that more and
better technology was now available and that a need existed to share
practices using that technology. “We need to recognise that quality of
life depends on infrastructure.” He pointed out the number of employ-
ee’s (44 PhD, 515 MSc.) with advanced education at Bentley before
stating, “our work is about converging assets”  and “each project in an
enterprise is unique.”  In his words, projects are constellations of
organisations that work and share information between them, a
concept that depends, as we would later learn, on maintaining native
data formats and recognising local workflows.  Thus the quest
becomes one of integrating these organisations information – interop-
erability.

The highlight of the show was the announcement of the new

MicroStation V8 XM Edition which includes,
• Reference Enhancements: The ability to attach a PDF reference to a

design file
• Element Templates: Integrate CAD standards with MicroStation tasks
• ProjectWise StartPoint: Built-in technology providing an entry-level

collaboration tool
• Link Sets: For managing and navigating relationships of content

within files
• DirectX Graphics System: A new display subsystem leveraging

Microsoft DirectX technologies
• Element Transparency and Display Priority: Added design, drafting,

mapping, and visualization capabilities 
• PANTONE and RAL Color Systems: 24-bit color support
• Keyboard Position Assignments: Patented keyboard position assign-

ment
• 3D Modeling Advancements: Creation of parametric 3D geometry
• Visualization and Animation: Improved visualization capabilities for

photo-realistic rendering Microsoft Designed for XP Logo
• Compliance: New installers

Upon listening to several presentations pertaining to this product, it
appeared that a higher level of ProjectWise capabilities were being
included into the product, thus enabling higher levels of sharing and
data access throughout an organisation.

Bentley Systems also unveiled ProjectWise StartPoint, an entry-level
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collaboration tool, based on Microsoft Office
SharePoint technologies, for MicroStation and
AutoCAD users. It aims to provide direct
access to SharePoint platform collaboration
tools from within MicroStation, MicroStation
PowerDraft, and AutoCAD and makes
SharePoint technologies aware of relation-
ships critical in CAD files, allowing AEC users
to use SharePoint for their entire project.  

As Kurt DelBene, corporate vice president,
Microsoft Office Server Group, Microsoft Corp.
said, “Bentley has a wealth of expertise
spanning the AEC and operations verticals. By
combining ProjectWise with SharePoint-based
technologies to manage CAD content, project
data, and Office documents, there’s an
amazing amount of capability and enhanced

productivity that Bentley and Microsoft can
together bring to users in the infrastructure
community.”

Given each of these product announce-
ments, it is fair to assume that Bentley has
been focusing upon ‘enabling the organisa-
tion to share’ information. Investing nearly
20% of its revenue (Euro 60 m) on Research
and Development, it is not too surprising that
Bentley products have been building out
toward including ‘standards’ such as Adobe
PDF, Google Earth and Oracle Spatial, each of
which are well known, and because of their
being ‘de facto standards’,  supporting the
Bentley philosophy of sharing information. In
fact, MicroStation V8 XM includes the capabili-
ty to ‘force to standard’ – ensuring that
project work is aligned to consistent standard-
isation as it is completed.

Be Award Winner’s in the Geospatial Division
are:
• Geospatial Communications: Comcast –

Comcast Northern Division Upgrade
Initiative 

• Geospatial Government: Ville de Saguenay
– Expertise in Civil Safety at Ville de
Saguenay 

• Geospatial Managed Environment: U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers – Interagency
Performance Evaluation Taskforce – Data
Management 

• Geospatial Mapping and Cadastre:
Municipio de Tampico – Integrated System
of Cadastre Administration 

• Geospatial Modeling: Hydro Tasmania
Consulting – Hobart City Visualization
Project 

• Geospatial Public Works: Maharashtra
Jeevan Pradhikaran – Disaster Management
– Interlinking of Water Works in Mumbai
Metropolitan Area 

• Geospatial Utilities: AES Torino S.p.A. –
SITEGAS, the Modernization of the Gas and
District Heating Networks Management in a

Fast-Growing Utility Company 
• Geospatial Web Publishing: City of

Mississauga – eMaps, Interactive Online
Mapping

Malcolm Walter, COO gave a lively and
interesting presentation entitled ‘Moving
Software from Sunk Cost to a Value-
Generating Investment’ which proved to be a
highlight of the conference. Speaking about
the Bentley SELECT program he outlined
several new changes including

Annual License Exchange, Pooled and
Trust Licensing, Continuous product develop-
ment and updates, OnDemand eLearning, BE
Conference registration, Help Desk,
ProjectWise user subscription, Additional
software to extend the enterprise and SELECT
membership in the Bentley Developer
Network – all included as a member of the
program. 

Overall, Bentley BE Conference 2006 was
filled with information. The big announce-
ment of this conference was the new Annual
Licensing Exchange Program. On a cost /
benefit basis it would appear to be good for
SELECT users. This was followed by the new
product announcements, which we will need
to explain more fully in the days ahead.
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